
  The Alaskan Agate Bed & 
Breakfast Inn opened on July 
4, 1992.  Like many new 
enterprises, finding the right 
niche takes time and 
experience.   
  Within a couple of years the 
Internet became popular and it 
was time to develop a web 
site.  As part of the process, 
the business name was 
shortened to Agate Inn. 
  Then, using available clip art 
we searched for an Alaskan 
animal to combine with our 
new name and create a logo to 
represent our business.   Our 

animal of choice was the 
caribou.  But, no matter how 
many caribou clip art files we 
tried we just couldn’t get the 
drawings and name to fit quite 
right.  Ultimately…..a polar 
bear made the grade and we 
had our first logo. 
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January Willow Winter Carnival 
 

February Iron Dog Race 
 

March Iditarod Days Festival 
 Iditarod Sled Dog Race 
 Sourdough Ball 
 

April  Reindeer Birthdays! 
 

May Salmon fishing starts! 
 

June  Palmer Colony Days 
 

July  Wasilla Water Festival 
   Moose Dropping Festival 
   Palmer Pride Picnic 
 

August Alaska State Fair, Palmer 
 

Sept.  Aurora Borealis  
   are visible again 
 

Dec.  Palmer Colony Christmas 
   Talkeetna Winterfest 
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of our very own Silver, the logo 
we envisioned years before 
materialized. 
  With a new logo, we also 
developed several promotional 
fliers and a map of the Agate 
Inn complex. 
    Continued on page two 

  In 1999 the Agate Inn started 
its reindeer herd.  A logo update 
was investigated many times 
over the years but we still 
couldn’t find the right caribou/
reindeer drawing. 
  Finally in 2006 using a photo 

 ………Our first logo was born!!!! 

……………....The right logo at last. 

Alaska Meeting Room 
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things to see in our great state. 
   Terri loves wildlife and has 
quickly bonded with the Inn’s 
six reindeer.  She is intrigued 
with the reindeer’s gentle 
nature and their individual 
personalities.   
  After only two weeks of 
training at the Inn, Terri took 
over when we left Alaska for 
four months of emergency 
medical care.  The Agate Inn 
has an excellent staff with a 
reputation and commitment to 
guest service.  Terri will help 
continue and expand guest 
services.  We look forward to 
working with Terri for many 
years to come.   
  The Agate Inn is also proud 
of our commitment to being 
environmentally responsible.    
In addition to our recycling 

  Along with a new office there 
are new faces at the Agate Inn.  
On July 9, 2007 Terri McKay 
became an Innkeeper.   
  Terri has been a resident of 
Alaska for 25 years.   She has 
prior experience in the Alaskan 
tourism industry and a first-hand 
knowledge of the places and 

  Along with completion of the Knik Junior King Suites, we added 
a registration office to the complex.   The new office is centrally 
located at the end of Begich Circle at the Knik Building.  

practices and our continued 
conservation efforts, we have 
begun the first phase of 
becoming energy self-sufficient 
at home and at the Agate Inn.  
This spring we activated our first 
grid of solar panels.  After we 
gain some experience with the 
first phase of the system, we plan 
to install several more grids to 
connect each building in the 
Agate Inn Complex. 
  We also ordered a solar hot 
water system that will be 
installed on the roof of the 
Susitna Cottage next spring.  The 
installation will test the system’s 
feasibility for supplying hot 
water at the Inn.  If the system 

New Office, Knik Building 

Terri McKay, Innkeeper 

First solar array 

works well in Alaska, the 
evacuated tube solar system will 
be installed on the roof of each 
building. 
  And, of course with an 
abundance of reindeer droppings 
a methane digester system is on 
the horizon for an alternate 
energy source. 
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   Each reindeer has a distinct 
personality and Copper is so 
different from the other rein-
deer calves.  This one is shy 
and a mama’s boy.  Typically 
reindeer calves stop barking 
for their mom after a couple of 
months, but Copper continues 
to bark whenever he is ex-
cited.  At two years of age he 
is still a bit shy and doesn’t 
stray far from Crystal.    
  During the summer months 
we put halters on the reindeer 
and take them for a walk 
around the Agate Inn complex.  
Whenever possible we round 

  April 11, 2005, 8 am, another 
reindeer baby!!!!!   It’s a boy!  
The Agate Inn reindeer herd is 
complete with five males and 
one lone female.  Little Copper 
joins his reindeer family…… 
Mom Crystal, Dad Silver and 
big brothers Jade, Mica and 
Granite.  

up extra reindeer herders to take 
all six reindeer walking together.  
Last July we were just too slow 
for Copper.  Crystal, Jade and 
Mica were walking with guests.  
Copper was frantic separated 
from mom.  He started barking 
and running along the fence 
across from Crystal.  Before we 
had a chance to get his halter on, 
over the garden fence he went!  
He was perfectly happy alongside 
his mom but there was no way he 
would let us catch him, let alone 
get his halter on.  We finally had 
to lead Crystal and the other two 
reindeer back into the pen to get 
Copper to follow. Lesson 
learned...put a halter on  Copper 
before taking any reindeer out for 
a walk….especially Crystal!   

something better on the other 
side of the fence.  The initial 
shock surprised him for a second.  
But that dandelion was pretty 
tempting so, with all 450 pounds 
out he went.  Harvey put Silver 
back in the fenced area and took 
a lunch break.  Of course, it was 
not long before Silver decided to 
make a break for it again.  He 
didn’t quite make it all the way 
out this time.  But, with the fence 
weakened the other five reindeer 
saw their chance and just stepped 
on out.  Several guests were 
nearby.  The harder they tried to 
round up the reindeer the farther 
they edged away from the pens.  
We’re sure the reindeer were 
having a great time roaming on 
their own.  After a thoughtful 

  A few weeks later we tried a 
temporary electric fence to let the 
reindeer out of their pen to graze 
on nearby dandelions.  Every-
thing was fine for about an hour 
until Silver decided there was 

guest rounded up the reindeer 
herders (us) we quickly grabbed 
the leader’s halters...Crystal and 
Jade...and led the escapees back 
to their pen.  Enough excitement 
for one summer! 

        Little Copper…..hours old 

                The Agate Inn Reindeer Herd with a group of Reindeer Herders 



http://www.agateinn.com 800-770-2290 
email - alaska@agateinn.com 
4725 Begich Circle Wasilla, AK  99654 
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King Salmon 

Red Salmon 

Coho Salmon (silver) 

Mid-May to mid-July 

Mid-July to mid-September 

Little Susitna River, Deshka River 

Little Susitna River, Deshka River 

Late May to July Parks Highway Roadside Streams 

Early August to mid-September Parks Highway Roadside Streams 

Mid-July to mid-August Susitna River 

June to September Little Susitna River 

  Salmon are plentiful in our area of Alaska.  Here are some tips on the run times for our local rivers and 
streams along the Parks Highway.  Check the fishing regulations at http://www.adfg.state.ak.us  
    Species          Run Time               Location 


